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1 Introduction 
European integration accelerated in the early 1990s, particularly after the signing of the Maastricht 
Treaty that established the European Union in 1992. As Europe moved from a system of cooperation 
between sovereign states to something that resembled a confederation, questions began to arise 
about the emergence and the existence of a European public sphere (EPS). 
 As scholars began to research this topic, it became apparent early on that the historic 
evolution of national public spheres as described by Habermas (1989) would not be repeated on a 
European level. Socio-cultural and linguistic diversity proved formidable obstacles to the natural 
development of a European public sphere. Similarly, the top-down elite-driven project that 
constituted European integration was thought to be at odds with the traditional bottom-up 
formation of Europe's various national public spheres. Later conceptualizations veered more 
towards a new type of transnational public sphere where the European public sphere periodically 
emerged there where national public spheres converged over certain European issues. 
 The Europeanization of national public spheres and the emergence of a European public 
sphere are phenomena widely believed by scholars to be issue-specific and therefore periodical: 
national public spheres come to overlap and create a European public sphere when an issue 
becomes subject to similar debates in multiple European nations at the same time. As a logical 
consequence, most research on this topic is issue-specific as well and often focuses on a certain 
turbulent chapter in the (recent) history of the European integration project (such as the struggle for 
a European Constitution at the beginning of the 21st century) (Baerenreuter, Bruell, Mokre & Wahl-
Jorgensen 2009, 10). The growing list of such issues has allowed scholars to examine the media 
(often the press) to uncover patterns of the evolution of the European public sphere as well as the 
impact different types of issues (whether mostly European in nature or European with strong 
national components) have had on different forms of Europeanization of national public spheres: 
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vertical (chiefly concerned with the European level and one's own nation) and horizontal (concerned 
with debates in other nations as well) (Koopmans & Statham 2010).  
 The Europeanization of national public spheres and the emergence of the European public 
sphere over specific issues have become well-established phenomena in more recent academic 
literature. However, more research and data are needed to assess the impact of the single biggest 
European issue in recent years; the Eurozone crisis. This paper hopes to contribute to the field of 
research by subjecting the press coverage of the Eurozone crisis in several Eurozone member states 
to analysis. This paper follows the lead of previously published theories and studies and is based on 
their findings and conceptualizations. As such, this paper hopes to add to the academic discourse on 
this topic by finding an answer to the following research question: 
 
 RQ | Did the press coverage of the Eurozone crisis contribute to the Europeanization of 
 national public spheres and the emergence of a European public sphere and if so, how? 
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2 Literature review 
2.1 On the public sphere 
The conceptualization of the public sphere by Juergen Habermas features prominently in the debate 
on the European public sphere, not in the least because it is a debate in which he himself continues 
to participate (more on that later). According to Habermas, the public sphere is "a realm of our 
social life in which something approaching public opinion can be formed" (Habermas 1974, 49). In 
his conception of the 19th century bourgeois public sphere in England, France and Germany, 
Habermas described it as a "sphere of private people coming together as a public" who "claimed the 
public sphere regulated from above against the public authorities themselves, to engage them in a 
debate" (Habermas 1989, 27). Crucially, the bourgeois public sphere relied on the separation 
between state and society, which later eroded dramatically (Habermas 1989, 141). The expanding 
and increasingly interfering state both "societalized the state" and "state-ified society" (Habermas 
1992, 432). The infrastructure of the public sphere has changed as well: the media, through all the 
relevant technological revolutions, gained increasing power. This meant the public sphere developed 
into "an arena infiltrated by power in which, by means of topic selection and topical contributions, a 
battle is fought not only over influence but over the control of communication flows that affect 
behavior while their strategic intentions are kept hidden as much as possible" (Habermas 1992, 437). 
As a result of these changes, the public sphere today, according to Habermas, can best be thought of 
as a "network for communicating information and points of view" where the functioning of the mass 
media "filters and synthesizes the streams of communication in such a way that they coalesce into 
bundles of topically specified public opinions" (Habermas 1996, 360). 
 Prominent scholars in the field of the European public sphere, have used Habermas' theory 
as a starting point. For Fossum and Schlesinger, a public sphere was simply "a communicative space 
(or spaces) in which relatively unconstrained debate, analysis and criticism of the political order can 
take place" (Fossum & Schlesinger 2007, 1). Using this relatively basic definition as a foundation, 
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Fossum and Schlesinger used other ideas explored by Habermas such as the circulation of power to 
develop their two models of a European public sphere: regulatory and federal (Fossum & Schlesinger 
2007, 1-20; Habermas 1996, 352-359). Eriksen stayed relatively closer to Habermas' original 
bourgeois public sphere when he defined the public sphere as "the place where civil society is linked 
to the power structure of the state. It constitutes the basis for deliberative politics because it is there 
that power must find its justification" (Eriksen 2007, 41). In more recent research, the important 
volume edited by Koopmans and Statham (2010) developed key theories on horizontal and vertical 
Europeanization in the same Habermasian discursive tradition by emphasizing the public sphere 
"entails conflict-ridden yet open and peaceful interplay between state and civil society covered by 
the news media" (De Beus 2010, 15). Most recently, the book edited by Thomas Risse (2015) that 
addresses the European public sphere in light of the Eurozone crisis, also used a less demanding 
interpretation of Habermas' conceptualization of the public sphere. For Risse, a public sphere was 
"an open forum of communication for everybody who wants to say something or listen to what 
other speakers have to say" that consists of two components, namely "the arena of speakers and 
actors" and "the audience" (Risse 2015, 19-20). 
 Habermas' work is the most prominent starting point for studies on the European public 
sphere (Baerenreuter et al. 2009, 6-7). However, most scholars tend to adopt a less demanding 
definition of the public sphere than is usually associated with Habermas. In doing so, they afford 
themselves more room to develop additional ideas for the nontraditional and somewhat elusive 
concept of a European public sphere. As the research in this paper relies heavily on the ideas 
developed in the aforementioned works of Fossum and Schlesinger, Koopmans and Statham, and 
Risse; it serves to define the public sphere much as those scholars did. A definition of the public 
sphere should at this point be relatively basic so as to leave room for the various conceptualizations 
of a European public sphere that feature in the paragraphs that follow. So, for this paper, a public 
sphere is a communicative space where the political order is subjected to debate and criticism, 
covered by the news media.   
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 2.2 European or EUropean? 
While most research focuses on the European integration project or aspects thereof, there are a 
number of scholars who have sought to identify a European public sphere on a truly European level 
(that being the continent or whatever definition one might have of the notion of European 
civilization). One such work is the book on the European public sphere edited by Triandafyllidou, 
Woda and Krzynanowski (2009), which features extensive qualitative analyses of important (historic) 
events such as the 1956 revolution in Budapest and the 2006 Mohammed cartoon controversy. This 
field of study aims to uncover whether such concepts as European values and a European identity 
have the potential and the capability to foster a European public sphere, which is a very different 
notion from other research that seeks to establish whether the European integration project has led 
to the emergence of a European public sphere. As such, the research by Triandafyllidou, Woda and 
Krzynanowski is not immediately compatible with studies that find themselves more in the 
integrationist corner. Their definition of the European public sphere as a "transnational arena of 
communication where social, political, institutional, cultural and economic actors voice their 
opinions and ideas which are then discussed, distributed and negotiated with reference to different 
(crucial) events" leaves little to no room for further considerations regarding the structure of the EU 
or the interaction between the supra-national, the (con)federal and the national (Triandafyllidou, 
Woda and Krzynanowski 2009, 4).  
 This paper finds itself in the integrationist field of study and is EUropean rather than 
European. It focuses on the very core of the European integration project by analyzing the Eurozone 
and the effects of the crisis it faced in recent years. This has imposed some natural limits on the 
body of literature subjected to review in the paragraphs that follow, where the emphasis lies on the 
school of thought that deals primarily with the EU and European integration. 
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2.3 Defining a public sphere for Europe 
The concept of a European Public Sphere is complicated and contested. Much of this is caused by 
the unique and unprecedented nature of the European integration process itself. While processes of 
national unification in the 18th and 19th centuries were typically of a revolutionary, grass-roots 
nature, the European integration process was initiated by the elites and it is the elites who continue 
to steer the project today (Habermas 2011, 62-63). The European integration process has, for most 
of its history, been dominated by international law through binding treaties and by international 
cooperation on the highest political levels. These efforts have, however, begun to ignite grass-roots 
processes of integration such as the recent surge in cross-border labor migration. The interaction 
between a long history of elite-driven integration and more recent popular integration processes 
seems backwards when compared to the history of traditional national public spheres. This, in turn, 
has made it difficult to define what a European public sphere might or should look like and how it 
should be studied and measured. Europe, after all, does not have a single socio-cultural collective 
identity and there are no Europeanized political parties or significant Europeanized organizations 
and media outlets (Eriksen 2007, 29). Since the turn of the century, scholars have identified 
alternative standards to assess the European public sphere; an evolution that took considerable 
flight after the turmoil surrounding the proposal for a European Constitution that was rejected in 
referenda in France and the Netherlands in 2005. New theories strive to include notions of post-
national identity, globalization and various aspects of European integration. The general consensus 
in the academic literature at this point is that a European public sphere would not constitute a 
supranational (or federal) public sphere, but rather a transnational public sphere where national 
public spheres (sporadically) overlap (Risse 2015, 25-27).  
  
2.4 Identifying the Europeanization of national public spheres 
Much of the existing literature consists of some form of media analysis while comparatively little 
attention has been paid to two other aspects of the public sphere: citizens and institutions. This falls 
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largely in line with the original works of Habermas, who placed an important emphasis on the media 
as a substitute for face-to-face interaction (Baerenreuter et al. 2009, 10). In absence of truly 
European media, scholars have turned to national media for signs of Europeanization. Necessity 
aside, there is a lot of sense to this in Europe's multilingual landscape. Habermas himself feels that 
"for the transnationalization of the existing public spheres we do not need any different media, only 
a different practice of the existing leading media. They should not simply confer European issues as 
they are, without at the same time presenting the political opinions and controversies that this issue 
generates in other member states."1 (Habermas 2011, 77-78).  
 
Patterns of Europeanization in national media can be assessed in different ways. In earlier works, 
research was not yet very refined. Risse & Van de Steeg (2003) observed two different approaches: 
simple quantitative analyses that assessed how prominently Europe featured in the media and 
qualitative analyses that typically focused on a particular European issue in order to uncover cross-
border similarities in media coverage. On the premise of the existing literature at that point, the 
authors put forth the notion that a European public sphere could be said to emerge if European 
issues were widely accepted as issues of common European concern and were simultaneously 
discussed in different nations using similar frames of reference and meaning structures (Risse & Van 
de Steeg 2003, 2-3). With those conditions in place, the authors noted a European public sphere was 
definitely emerging, but that seems like a premature conclusion in hindsight. It ignores, for example, 
cross-cultural exchanges that gained prominence in research further down the line.  
 In other research, Trenz (2007b) noted two distinct categories in the academic literature: 1) 
research focused on agenda-setting and 2) content analysis of news coverage. Trenz observed a lack 
 
1 
Author's translation. Original quote: "Für eine Transnationalisierung der bestehenden nationalen Öffentlich-
keiten brauchten wir keine anderen Medien, sondern eine andere Praxis der bestehenden Leitmedien. Diese 
müssen die europäischen Themen nicht nur als solche präsent machen und behandeln, sondern gleichzeitig 
über die politischen Stellungnahmen und Kontroversen berichten, die dieselben Themen in den anderen 
Mitglied-staaten auslösen." 
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of coherence in the academic discourse as the notion of Europeanization itself was still ill-defined 
and there was no theoretical foundation that might lead to a common methodological standard.  
 The book by Fossum & Schlesinger (2007) did much to widen the scope of research on the 
European public sphere and introduced important nuances. Using the complicated, fragmented and 
executive-heavy political system of the European Union as their starting point, the authors offered 
two competing models illustrative of its unresolved and evolving nature and the implications they 
would have for a European public sphere (Fossum & Schlesinger 2007, 9-19). Their first model is that 
of the regulatory EU which would consist of a "framework of transnational governance made up of a 
range of specialist agencies and regulatory bodies" (Fossum & Schlesinger 2007, 11-12). The public 
sphere, in this model, is simply the sum of its national parts that occasionally comes to the fore to 
revolve around a specific European issue, but offers little perspective for a future evolution to a 
genuine European public sphere of any kind. Their second model is that of the federal EU which 
would constitute a "political community based on citizens' mutual acknowledgements of rights and 
duties. From this perspective, the Union forms the supranational level of government in Europe 
which has a set of overlapping weak publics, rooted in diverse legal-institutional arrangements and 
supported by a range of strong publics"  (Fossum & Schlesinger 2007, 12). Here, the European public 
sphere consists of (periodically) overlapping national public spheres of different varieties and 
possesses some potential for fostering a genuine European public sphere in the long run. It is 
important to note both models are quite far removed from the traditional national public sphere 
and Fossum and Schlesinger did not expect the EU to gain anything of the sort any time soon. The 
importance of the theory by Fossum and Schlesinger lies in its acceptance of the EU's complexity and 
its attempt to add important nuances to the field of research. Crucially, it emphasized the relevance 
of the degree of nationalization of European issues. National public spheres can gain a degree of 
Europeanization when European issues enter the stage, but not if those issues become too 
nationalized in the process. Schlesinger's own research (2007) showed this to be a real concern in 
the early 21st century as journalism remained divided along national borders and approached 
11 
 
European issues from a distinctly national perspective, relying chiefly on national political actors and 
sources. Schlesinger found there to be only few and "weak transnational forms of exchange between 
journalists and their sources" on a European level (Schlesinger 2007, 81). Those findings correspond 
with Eriksen's conclusion that Europe at the time displayed more characteristics of "a segmented, 
transnational public sphere" limited to just small groups of individuals with a set of common 
interests in a certain field (Eriksen 2007, 32, 38).  
 De Swaan and Trenz came to similar conclusions. De Swaan identified a common European 
debate fragmented in national dialogs that came into existence whenever there was an issue or a 
crisis that was perceived to be European or at least transnational (De Swaan 2007, 136). Events such 
as the terrorist bombings in Madrid and London or the riots in the French banlieues resulted in 
similar debates as the referendum campaigns on the European Constitution in France and the 
Netherlands. De Swaan found that while these debates typically inspired a "vivid interest in the 
discussions going on in the other member states," the emphasis continued to lie firmly on national 
perspectives, particularly with regards to the mediated public sphere where reporters applied 
"national filters and edit according to a domestic agenda" (De Swaan 2007, 136-137). Trenz's 
analysis of editorials and opinion pages in quality newspapers, meanwhile, painted a picture of the 
quality press as "active entrepreneurs in promoting a vision of a democratic union of citizens and 
rights" which suggested there is a general European vision based on a general consensus on 
European values that predate the European integration process (Trenz 2007a, 106-108). This 
explains the great potential for national public spheres to overlap on European issues; the general 
idea being that the parallel evolution of common morals and values in European nations (that were 
subsequently enshrined in constitutions and laws) has set those nations on a path to relative 
convergence. 
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2.5 Refining the concept of a European public sphere 
The notion that Europeanization of national public spheres and their (periodic) overlapping is what 
constitutes the European public sphere as non-traditional entity, was further refined in the years 
between the outbreak of the global economic crisis and the emergence of the Eurozone crisis. The 
book by Koopmans and Statham identified three possible forms of Europeanization of public 
communication: 1) the emergence of a supranational European public sphere, 2) vertical 
Europeanization and 3) horizontal Europeanization (Koopmans & Statham 2010, 38). In line with 
other scholars and their earlier research, the first was swiftly dismissed as unfounded and unlikely: 
the linguistic and cultural heterogeneity and the politically fragmented nature of Europe were 
perceived to be insurmountable barriers by these authors as well. This view was shared by De Beus 
(2010) who acknowledged that all aspects of European integration (from a debate between 
supporters and opponents to initiatives to achieve and maintain peace, prosperity or employment) 
require a public sphere to provide democratic legitimacy. But since the nation state continued to be 
the driving force behind European integration, the national public sphere (Europeanized where 
necessary or relevant) was thought to be the suitable forum for debate (De Beus 2010, 29-30).  
 The real contribution to the academic literature of the book by Koopmans and Statham lies 
in its distinction between vertical and horizontal Europeanization of national public spheres. The 
notions of vertical and horizontal interaction themselves were not entirely new and had been 
mentioned in literature before (Streeck 2001, 23). Koopmans and Statham, however, defined these 
concepts to much greater detail in their analysis of communication. Vertical Europeanization, in their 
work, consists of communicative linkages between the national and the European level while 
horizontal Europeanization consists of communicative linkages between different European 
countries (Koopmans & Statham 2010, 35-43). Later studies expanded these concepts, such as the 
work by Kleinen-von Königslöw which employed a wider understanding by speaking of vertical and 
horizontal dimensions of Europeanization (moving beyond the more narrow view of communicative 
linkages of Koopmans and Statham) (Kleinen-von Königslöw 2012, 4). Like the majority of other 
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works, the book by Koopmans and Statham is largely media-centric and partly based on the premise 
that the media provide the framework through which a public sphere can emerge and where public 
and elite can address each other, especially through more active and interactive forms of media 
where opinionating and receiver input play important roles. The authors therefore posited studying 
the media can tell us a lot about how a European public sphere might be emerging, a view widely 
shared in other literature (Koopmans & Statham 2010, 4-5).  
 The research carried out after Koopmans and Statham developed their ideas is more refined 
than earlier work. The study by Pfetsch, Silke and Eschner (2010) focused on editorials in order to 
establish how the press contributed to the Europeanization of national public spheres. By combining 
in-depth analyses of claim-making, issue salience and conflict lines, the authors identified significant 
patterns of Europeanization on a wide range of issues. The research by Díez Medrano and Gray 
moved away from media-centrism as they researched how public actors in different countries 
represented the EU. They concluded their framing is similar in almost all nations subjected to 
analysis (Díez Medrano & Gray 2010, 196). Interestingly, these studies also found greater evidence 
for vertical Europeanization than horizontal, which corresponds with the findings of Koopmans and 
Statham whose remarkably detailed study of political claim-making found European actors were 
highly visible in those issue fields where the EU held considerable competencies such as monetary 
politics (Koopmans & Statham 2010, 93-96). Horizontal Europeanization was not found to display the 
same trend. The findings of Koopmans and Statham are particularly insightful because they 
subdivided the notion of political claim-making in no fewer than seven different elements subjected 
to analysis: 1) location of the claim, 2) the claimant, 3) the form of the claim, 4) the addressee of the 
claim, 5) the substantive issue of the claim, 6) the object of the claim and 7) the justification for the 
claim. Without venturing into too much detail here, the thorough nature of this research is a good 
indicator of how much more nuanced and insightful the academic discourse as a whole had become 
at this point in time. 
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 Most empirical studies that assessed the Europeanization of national public spheres at this 
point usually based their findings on one or more of the following four indicators: "1) the attention 
of national media for EU politics, 2) similarities between media coverage of European issues in 
different member states, 3) communicative exchanges between national public spheres and 4) 
European identity constructions" (Baerenreuter et al. 2009, 13). Meanwhile, the emphasis began to 
shift to qualitative analyses, such as the in-depth analysis of print and broadcast media from 16 
different countries by Bakalova and Zografova that concluded the media are indeed contributing to 
the emergence of a European public sphere, but not in any particularly orchestrated fashion 
(Bakalova & Zografova, 2011). Bakalova and Zografova's study included an impressive number of 
countries but had a relatively limited scope in that it applied a case study of only two important 
issues: the Construction of Europe and the Reform Treaty. On the other end of the spectrum, 
featuring a smaller number of countries but a much bigger timescale, the aforementioned study by 
Kleinen-von Königslöw (2012): a longitudinal research featuring content analysis of newspapers in six 
European countries between 1982 and 2008. Kleinen-von Königslöw found evidence of persistent 
vertical Europeanization but struggled to identify any clear patterns of horizontal Europeanization 
(Kleinen-von Königslöw 2012, 443). A particularly noteworthy aspect of the study is that it also 
included the tabloid press next to the much more commonly researched quality newspapers.   
 
2.6 Broaching the subject of the Eurozone crisis 
Since research on the European public sphere is often issue-specific, the Eurozone crisis has 
inevitably begun to make a splash in the field. It certainly fits the bill as a major event on a European 
scale with significant national components that has the potential to Europeanize national public 
spheres and contribute to the emergence of a European public sphere. Ojala concluded the 
Eurozone crisis constituted exactly the kind of pervasive issue that Habermas thought necessary for 
the emergence of what he called a "sphere of publics" (Habermas 2001, 18-19; Ojala 2013, 84-85), 
but found no compelling evidence of a strengthening European public sphere (Ojala 2013, 88-90). 
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Meanwhile, in accordance with the theoretical framework of Koopmans and Statham, Meijers 
subjected public television news broadcasts to an analysis and found the Eurozone crisis triggered an 
increase in vertical Europeanization and a decrease in horizontal Europeanization (Meijers 2013, 22). 
The increased vertical Europeanization was also accompanied by an increasingly negative portrayal 
of EU affairs, apparently confirming Kaelble's suggestion that "the formation of some sort of 
European public sphere does not have to coincide with successful European integration" (Kaelble 
2010, 27; Meijers 2013, 24).  
 The latest book on the subject of the European public sphere (European Public Spheres: 
Politics is Back, edited by Thomas Risse) was written when the Eurozone crisis was a full swing. 
Although it did not directly research the impact of the Eurozone crisis on the European public 
sphere, the Eurozone crisis did have a significant influence on the theme of the book. The premise of 
the book built on previous research by acknowledging the European public sphere exists there, 
where national public spheres overlap and interconnect (typically an issue-specific phenomenon). It 
also acknowledged the distinction between horizontal and vertical Europeanization, as well as the 
three indicators - salience, actors and content - on which most research usually relied (Risse 2015, 
23-26). Furthermore, it presented the relatively recent consensus that Europeanization of national 
public spheres is linked to the growing politicization of European affairs which itself is the result of 
the latest developments in the European integration process (Risse 2015, 153-155). Due to the time 
of writing and the limited amount of research available then, the book could not present a clear 
conclusion on how the Eurozone crisis has actually affected the European public sphere or the 
Europeanization of national public spheres. What little data was available at that point seemed to 
suggest considerable Europeanization of the actor dimension but was too vague to draw any other 
conclusions (Risse 2015, 153-155). 
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2.7 The EPS and the Eurozone crisis: research opportunities  
The Eurozone crisis is an event of unparalleled magnitude in the history of the European integration 
project. Earlier crises such as the Dutch and French referendums concerning the proposal for a 
European constitution did not affect the lives of ordinary Europeans so strongly and for such a 
prolonged period of time. Nor did they threaten with so much vigor the continued existence of 
European unity and the continuation of European integration. As the crisis is still so recent (one 
might argue ongoing), we know relatively little about its effect on the European public sphere. We 
know, following the findings of Kaelble (2010), Ojala (2013) and Risse (2015), that the Eurozone crisis 
has the potential to increase the Europeanization of national public spheres and the research by 
Meijers (2013) shows there is some evidence to support this notion. But more research is needed. 
This paper offers a piece of the puzzle by analyzing if and how the press coverage of the Eurozone 
crisis in four key member states (France, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands) contributed to the 
Europeanization of national public spheres and the emergence of a European public sphere. The 
research in this paper is based on the groundwork laid down by scholars such as Koopmans, 
Statham, Risse and others and is carried out in line with their contributions. The research question of 
this paper is as follows: 
 RQ | Did the press coverage of the Eurozone crisis contribute to the Europeanization of 
 national public spheres and the emergence of a European public sphere and if so, how? 
 
Finding an answer to the research question that makes a constructive contribution to the wider 
debate on the European public sphere as explored by other scholars, requires carefully formulated 
hypotheses that take into account the many contributions and innovations those other scholars put 
forth. The hypotheses in this paper are therefore specifically formulated to make a distinction 
between horizontal and vertical Europeanization as it was first explored by Koopmans and Statham 
(2010) and later expanded by other scholars such as Kleinen-von Königslöw (2012). Additionally, it is 
important to recognize the Eurozone crisis consisted of a delicate interaction between European 
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events such as summits and bail-out agreements and national events in member states such as the 
implementation of austerity measures and economic reforms or national demonstrations in 
opposition to those things.  
 This immediately adds greater complexity to the analysis of the Eurozone crisis. Finding out 
how horizontal and vertical Europeanization interacted requires analyzing the press coverage of an 
equal number of national events and European events. The hypotheses therefore feature a careful 
interaction between the different events and the different types of Europeanization.  
 Regarding the notion of vertical Europeanization, the hypotheses also leave room to analyze 
separately the delicate balance between the Europeanization of national public spheres and the 
nationalization of European issues, described by such scholars as De Swaan (2007), Eriksen (2007) 
and Schlesinger (2007). Identifying these different phenomena relies on analyzing how issues are 
portrayed. For example; a bail-out agreement might be presented in the Northern press as an 
additional expenditure for that nation in an article quoting or featuring predominantly national 
actors. Such coverage would indicate the event in question (the bail-out agreement) has become too 
nationalized to still be considered as Europeanizing of the national public sphere. Conversely, that 
same bail-out agreement might also be presented in the Northern press as a European agreement 
aimed at solving a European problem by balancing the needs and capabilities of different European 
member states, in which case it becomes a prime example of the Europeanization of a national 
public sphere over a certain issue. 
 All of these notions have featured prominently in the academic literature since they were 
first conceptualized and were also acknowledged in recent literature exploring the effects of the 
Eurozone crisis on the European public sphere itself (chiefly the book edited by Thomas Risse, 2015).  
 
So, in order to be able to answer the research question, the following hypotheses are tested 
regarding the different types of events subjected to analysis and their interaction with the different 
types of Europeanization: 
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 H1 | Coverage of European events features more indicators of vertical Europeanization than 
 of horizontal Europeanization. 
 H2 | Coverage of national events features more indicators of horizontal Europeanization 
 than of vertical Europeanization. 
 
The following hypotheses are tested in light of the concept of vertical Europeanization of national 
public spheres and the delicate issue of nationalization of European issues: 
 H3 | European institutions featured more prominently in the press coverage of the Eurozone 
 crisis than did national institutions. 
 H4 | European officials featured more prominently in the press coverage of the Eurozone 
 crisis than did national officials. 
 H5 | The Eurozone crisis was portrayed as a European and national crisis, rather than a 
 European and foreign one. 
 
And finally, the following hypotheses are tested regarding the concept of horizontal Europeanization 
of national public spheres: 
 H6 | National events were portrayed as  events limited to the nation in which they took 
 place, rather than as events that also affected the nation in which they were reported. 
 H7 | National officials directly addressed their counterparts in other nations more often than 
 they addressed European officials. 
 
By coupling the many contributions by the other scholars mentioned before to the multi-faceted 
nature of the Eurozone crisis, this paper offers some new insight on how one of modern Europe's 
most severe crises has affected the emergence of a European public sphere. In doing so, this paper 
hopes to make a modest contribution to a field of study that, thanks to several new and important 
developments by various scholars, has come into its own over the past decade. 
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3 Data and Methodology 
This paper hopes to present an answer to the following research question: 
 RQ | Did the press coverage of the Eurozone crisis contribute to the Europeanization of 
 national public spheres and the emergence of a European public sphere and if so, how? 
 
Quantifying these notions so as to make them measurable poses somewhat of a challenge, as the 
various studies that feature in the literature review clearly illustrate. This paper builds on the 
existing literature by analyzing separately the notions of horizontal and vertical Europeanization. 
Since the Eurozone crisis was a blend of both the national and the European, the groundwork laid 
down by Koopmans and Statham is of crucial importance to find out how those two aspects 
interacted. In doing so, the different effects of predominantly national events (national budgets, 
elections, strikes and demonstrations and so on) should become discernible from those of European 
events (summits, agreements, bail-outs and so on). 
 
The research in this paper covers the press of four founding members of the European Union and 
the Eurozone: France, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands. These nations were selected because of 
their history in the European integration project and their status as leading nations of the Southern 
and Northern blocs in the Eurozone that became distinguishable entities as the crisis raged on. 
 In selecting publications, this paper follows the lead of the large majority of previous 
research by placing the focus firmly on the quality press and by omitting the tabloid press 
(Baerenreuter et al. 2009; Kleinen-von Königslöw, 2012). The inclusion of the tabloid press is a 
contested issue that, apart from problems with their sensationalist style, is mostly problematic 
because of cultural differences between European nations. Tabloid newspapers play important roles 
in the media landscape of Northern European nations but are all but absent in the South, which 
inevitably creates significant problems for studies that include any sort of North-South comparison 
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(Pfetsch, Adam & Eschner, 2008; Koopmans & Statham 2010, 50-53; Kleinen-von Königslöw, 2012). 
As such, attempting to include the tabloid press in a paper such as this one where the North-South 
divide is an important aspect of the research, simply is not feasible.  
 The publications selected for analysis are: 
 
 Germany Netherlands France Italy 
Newspapers 
Die Zeit De Volkskrant Le Monde La Repubblica 
Die Welt NRC Handelsblad Le Figaro Il Corriere della Sera 
 
The newspapers were selected according to two criteria: their relative political alignment (where the 
aim was to obtain one center-left and one center-right newspaper for each country) and their 
circulation figures as the largest national newspapers (IFABC, 2013). Those two criteria led to an easy 
selection of the newspapers in France, Italy and the Netherlands but in the case of Germany, the 
additional criterion of accessibility was considered as well. Although further right-of-center than the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine, Die Welt offers much greater online accessibility for both current articles 
and archives. Therefore, considering also that the circulation figures (with the Sunday editions of 
both publications included) were roughly equal, Die Welt was selected alongside the center-left Die 
Zeit to represent the German press.  
 The articles subjected to analysis are those published after – and covering – key events in 
the evolution of the first phase of the Eurozone crisis; a term that requires some further explanation.  
At the time of writing in the Spring of 2015, ongoing negotiations between Greece's new Syriza-led 
government and its various international partners pose a considerable threat to the stability and 
perhaps even the continued existence of the single European currency. There is currently no way of 
knowing how these events will unfold and what might constitute a sensible chronological definition 
of the Eurozone crisis. I have therefore decided to limit the research featured in this paper to a 
period of time I will refer to as the first phase of the Eurozone crisis. For the purpose of this paper, 
that encompasses the crisis in the Eurozone from around the time of the first Greek bail-out in April-
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May 2010 until the agreement on the banking union and the crucial speech by European Central 
Bank president Mario Draghi in the summer of 2012. This timescale includes the height of tension 
and uncertainty surrounding the future of the single currency, of which sovereign bond yields are a 
good indicator (Peet & La Guardia 2014, 39-67 & 61). Within that timescale, the events selected for 
further analysis in this paper are: 
 
Date # Nature Event 
2010-05-02 01 EUR Greece, EU and IMF reach bail-out deal 
2010-05-05 02 NAT Violent protests in Greece, three people are killed 
2010-05-10 03 EUR Contagion fears mount, EU ministers agree €750bn bail-out fund ESFS 
2010-11-21 04 EUR Ireland, EU and IMF reach bail-out deal 
2011-04-06 05 NAT Portugal requests bail-out 
2011-07-21 06 EUR EU agrees 2nd Greek bail-out 
2011-09-15 07 EUR EU Commission predicts Eurozone economic growth is slowing down 
2011-10-31 08 NAT Greek Prime Minister calls referendum on Eurozone debt deal 
2012-01-13 09 NAT Nine countries see their credit rating downgraded 
2012-02-12 10 NAT Heavy riots in Athens, Greek parliament passes new austerity package 
2012-03-02 11 EUR European leaders sign fiscal compact 
2012-04-27 12 NAT Unemployment in Spain reaches record height 
2012-05-15 13 NAT Greek election stalemate 
2012-06-25 14 NAT Cyprus requests bail-out 
2012-06-29 15 EUR European leaders announce banking union 
2012-07-26 16 EUR ECB president Mario Draghi vows to do whatever it takes to save euro 
 
The reader may have noticed that none of the national events listed above concern the four nations 
of the selected newspapers. The point of omitting otherwise interesting events such as the 
resignation of Silvio Berlusconi over his nation's budgetary crisis in November 2011, is to maintain a 
certain neutrality in the coverage subjected to analysis and to avoid that the results are in any way 
corrupted by articles of newspapers covering a national event in their home state (which would bear 
no obvious relation to either horizontal or vertical Europeanization). The selected events are 
purposefully diverse in nature, occurring chiefly at the national or the European level. This diversity 
allows for a more balanced analysis overall because it enables more detailed research on the topic of 
horizontal versus vertical Europeanization (see hypotheses H1 and H2 which posit coverage of 
European events features more indicators of vertical Europeanization and that coverage of national 
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events features more indicators of horizontal Europeanization). National events are those of a more 
confined national nature such as national elections or public demonstrations limited to a single 
nation. In terms of policy, national events are those limited to or dominated by national policy 
makers. This means decisions to request a bail-out constitute national events because they are 
decisions taken by national authorities whereas decisions to grant a bail-out constitute European 
events because they require a cooperative effort by national and European institutions (as well as 
international institutions such as the IMF, which are otherwise ignored for the purpose of this 
research). European events are also those events limited to or dominated by European institutions 
such as the European Central Bank.  
 The combination of the aforementioned publications and the events listed above resulted in 
a final tally of 120 articles selected for analysis. For an overview of these articles, please consult 
Appendix I which includes the headline and a hyperlink for each article, arranged by event. 
 
The research in this paper features a quantitative analysis where the context of the indicators is 
taken into consideration. This context consists not just of the type of event (national or European) 
being covered, but also of the exact nature of the indicators where there are a number of things to 
consider both in terms of Europe's complicated governing structure and simple semantics. 
 The starting premise is that indicators of vertical Europeanization concern all references to 
the EU and its institutions and symbols (such as the Euro) while indicators of horizontal 
Europeanization concern all references to other member states and their institutions and symbols 
(such as demonstrators). That may seem simple, but there are murky waters all around. First, it is 
important to acknowledge the distinction between European institutions of a more federal nature 
and those of a more supranational nature. For this paper, the European Commission, the European 
Parliament, the European Central Bank and their members/representatives are considered to be 
European. But the European Council, the Council of Ministers and the Eurogroup require a more 
nuanced approach. The members of these institutions are representatives of national governments 
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first and are considered as such. The obvious exception is the chairman of the European Council 
(Herman van Rompuy) who holds no national mandate of any sort. Regarding the Council of 
Ministers and the Eurogroup, their members are also considered to be national figures, except when 
the presidents of these institutions feature in that capacity. For example, the president of the 
Eurogroup (Jean-Claude Juncker) may feature in an article as the president of the Eurogroup or as 
the Finance Minister of Luxembourg. Depending on how he is framed, he is counted as a European 
or a national figure. 
 Framing is also an important consideration regarding entities and symbols. For example, the 
Eurozone might be referred to as "the Eurozone" which presents it as a European entity (that 
therefore counts as an indicator of vertical Europeanization) or it might be referred to as "the 
nations using the Euro" which places the emphasis on the national level (and therefore counts as an 
indicator of horizontal Europeanization).  
 On a more practical note, mentions of the Euro only qualify when they refer to the Euro as 
an entity or a symbol (example: "Greece's problems form a direct threat to the survival of the 
Euro."), rather than a simple measure of currency value (example: "The IMF will contribute 30 
million euros to the bail-out package."). Other ambiguous terms such as "the politicians" or "some 
nations" are ignored for being too vague to qualify as an indicator of either horizontal or vertical 
Europeanization. 
 Regarding the testing of hypotheses H1 and H2, an additional complication arises in the 
need to distinguish horizontal Europeanization from simple news coverage of national events. 
Coverage of demonstrations in Greece, for example, does not constitute horizontal Europeanization 
in itself just because it is a national event being covered in another member state. Indicators of 
horizontal Europeanization in such an article would for example consist of a mention in Die Zeit of 
how these demonstrations affect Germany, or coverage in Le Monde featuring a response from 
national French politicians where they address possible consequences of the Greek demonstrations 
for France or where they address their Greek counterparts directly.  
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 Hypotheses H3 and H4 (which posit European institutions and officials featured more 
prominently in the press coverage than did national institutions and officials) allow for relatively 
straightforward tallying of the number of mentions of European and national officials and 
institutions where, of course, the nature of the events is taken into consideration. Hypothesis H5 
(which posits the crisis was portrayed as European and national rather than European and foreign) 
constitutes somewhat of a challenge. It is partly informed by the testing of hypotheses H3 and H4 in 
that the number of mentions of national officials and institutions on the one hand and European 
officials and institutions on the other hand reveal the general tone of the article but the emphasis of 
the article is probably more important. The testing of hypothesis H5 therefore relies on examining 
the headlines and the opening paragraphs of the articles and their focus on events as prevailingly 
national or foreign. The underlying premise being that the headline and the opening paragraph set 
the tone for the rest of the article and mentions of European or national officials and institutions in 
the headline and the opening paragraph introduce the reader to the issue as something that either 
directly concerns them or as something that is relatively more distant.  
 A similar problem arises with the testing of hypothesis H6 (which posits national events 
were portrayed as events limited to the nation in which they took place, rather than as events that 
also affected the nation in which they were reported). However, because it concerns national events 
rather than the Eurozone crisis writ large (as in hypothesis H5), a focus on headlines and opening 
paragraphs would be too narrow. Relating national events in other member states to the affairs of 
the home state requires more in-depth coverage of the type that is more likely to feature further 
into the article. Additionally, a focus on number of mentions would be counterproductive. Rather, a 
binary distinction is made between articles that make a connection between (the effects of) the 
national event in other member states and the home state and those that do not. Finally, hypothesis 
H7 (which posits national officials directly addressed their counterparts in other nations more often 
than they addressed European officials) allows for a more simple tallying of quotes, once more 
taking the nature of the events into consideration. 
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4 Results 
This chapter features the results of the research conducted for this paper by order of the 
aforementioned hypotheses. 
 
4.1 The big picture 
The articles covering the eight European events featured a total number of 1,404 indicators of 
vertical Europeanization versus 1,245 indicators of horizontal Europeanization (53% versus 47% 
respectively). To clarify that beyond simple statistics; indicators of vertical Europeanization that 
illustrate the connection between the European and the national level included, for example, 
mentions of "La Commission Européenne" in Le Figaro or "Die Bundesregierung" in Die Zeit in 
articles covering European events such as "Event 01 - Greece, EU and IMF reach bail-out deal." In 
those same articles, mentions related to other nation states would constitute indicators of 
horizontal Europeanization such as "Il Premier Giorgio Papandreou" in Il Corriere della Sera or "de 
ministers van financiën van de Eurolanden" in De Volkskrant. This brings us to the first hypothesis: 
 H1 | Coverage of European events features more indicators of vertical Europeanization than 
 of horizontal Europeanization. 
The answer to this hypothesis is affirmative, if only just. There were no discernible differences 
between Northern (Dutch, German) publications and Southern (French, Italian) ones. A comparison 
between center-left publications (De Volkskrant, Die Zeit, Le Monde, La Repubblica) and center-right 
publications (NRC Handelsblad, Die Welt, Le Figaro, Il Corriere della Sera) also revealed no deviations 
from the European norm. 
 
The articles covering the eight national events featured a total number of 433 indicators of vertical 
Europeanization versus 639 indicators of horizontal Europeanization (40% versus 60% respectively). 
Examples of indicators of vertical Europeanization in coverage of national events are mentions 
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related to the EU and European institutions and officials such as "mécanisme européen de 
financement" in Le Monde or "Eurogruppen-Chef Jean-Claude Juncker" in Die Welt in articles 
covering, for example, "Event 05 - Portugal requests bail-out." Indicators of horizontal 
Europeanization in such articles include mentions of the home state and of other nation states but 
not mentions of the subject state (in this case Portugal) which would be indistinguishable from 
simple one-dimensional coverage of a foreign event. Examples of indicators of horizontal 
Europeanization in these articles therefore include "l'Italia" in La Repubblica or "Ierland" in NRC 
Handelsblad. 
 But before we can provide an answer to hypothesis H2, there is one event whose unusual 
properties we must consider. Upon closer analysis of the data, it emerged that the coverage of one 
event (that being "Event 09 - Nine countries see their credit rating downgraded") accounted for a 
disproportionally large share of the indicators of horizontal Europeanization. This would appear to 
be due to the fact that, although occurring at the national level, the event in question concerned 
multiple nations at once. Conversely, all other national events concerned only a single nation.  
 When the data of Event 09 is omitted, the balance changes dramatically. Indicators of 
vertical Europeanization now account for the majority with 58% (before: 40%) and indicators of 
horizontal Europeanization fall back down to a mere 42% (before: 60%). This leads to a complicated 
picture regarding the second hypothesis: 
 H2 | Coverage of national events features more indicators of horizontal Europeanization 
 than of vertical Europeanization. 
Since the relative inclusion or exclusion of the articles covering Event 09 makes such a crucial 
difference in the outcome, the data regarding hypothesis H2 is inconclusive. Additional comparisons 
between Northern and Southern publications and center-left and center-right publications once 
more produced no markedly different outcomes from the overall patterns described above. 
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So far, the only conclusion we have been able to draw is that coverage of European events featured 
more indicators of vertical Europeanization than of horizontal Europeanization. But, as mentioned 
before, the nature and context of the indicators themselves is important as well.  
 
4.2 A closer look at the big picture 
In the coverage of European events, most almost half of all indicators of vertical Europeanization 
consisted of mentions of the EU and its symbols (such as the Euro) while mentions of European 
institutions and European officials made up a much smaller share. Mentions of the home state of the 
newspaper in question were more evenly distributed between mentions of the home state and its 
symbols one the one hand and mentions of home state officials on the other (Figure 4.2.1). 
 
Figure 4.2.1 | Indicators of vertical Europeanization in articles covering European events 
Mentions of the EU and symbols 682 49% 
Mentions of European institutions 215 15% 
Mentions of European officials 195 14% 
Mentions of the home state and symbols 138 10% 
Mentions of home state institutions 31 2% 
Mentions of home state officials 143 10% 
Total 1,404 100% 
 
These figures reveal a strong focus on the EU in a more abstract sense while European institutions 
and officials played a smaller role in the coverage of European events. This is different from when 
the European events were related to the home state, which placed a marginally greater emphasis on 
home state officials in doing so. 
 The tendency to portray the foreign in a more abstract fashion returns when we examine 
the indicators of horizontal Europeanization in the coverage of European events. Articles that made 
a connection between European events and their effects on one or more EU member state other 
than the home state, were dominated by mentions of the other nation state and its symbols (72%). 
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Other nation state officials fell just short of a quarter with 23% while only 6% of mentions of other 
nation states consisted of mentions of their institutions (Figure 4.2.2). 
 
Figure 4.2.2 | Indicators of horizontal Europeanization in articles covering European events 
Mentions of other nation states and symbols 893 72% 
Mentions of other nation state institutions 70 6% 
Mentions of other nation state officials 282 23% 
Total 1,245 100% 
 
The coverage of national events portrays similar patterns when we break it down. As mentioned 
before, the coverage of national events features an event (Event 09) with unusual properties. So, in 
order to present a clearer picture, the results of the coverage of national events are presented 
twice: once with Event 09 included and once with Event 09 omitted. 
 
Figure 4.2.3a |  
Indicators of vertical Europeanization in articles covering national events 
with Event 09 included 
Mentions of the EU and symbols 348 80% 
Mentions of European institutions 40 9% 
Mentions of European officials 45 10% 
Total 433 100% 
 
Figure 4.2.3b | 
Indicators of vertical Europeanization in articles covering national events 
with Event 09 omitted 
Mentions of the EU and symbols 288 80% 
Mentions of European institutions 34 9% 
Mentions of European officials 36 10% 
Total 358 100% 
 
Once more the emphasis firmly lay on the EU and its symbols as some 80% of mentions were more 
abstract rather than concerning institutions or officials. The notion that this was even more 
pronounced in articles covering national events (as opposed to those covering European events) is 
perhaps not surprising. 
 Articles that connected (the effects of) the national event to the home state or to other 
member states of the EU (ignoring, obviously, mentions of the state that was the subject of the 
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article such as Greece in an article about demonstrations in Athens) displayed the same preference 
for more abstract coverage when it comes to other nation states but featured more of a balance 
when it comes to the home state. Figures 4.2.4a and 4.2.4b below illustrate that of all mentions 
concerning the home state, around half were more abstract mentions of the home state and its 
symbols. For other nations, more abstract mentions of the nation state and its symbols constituted 
over two-thirds of all mentions.  
 
Figure 4.2.4a | 
Indicators of horizontal Europeanization in articles covering national events 
with Event 09 included 
Mentions of the home state and symbols 95 15% 
Mentions of home state institutions 21 3% 
Mentions of home state officials 49 8% 
Mentions of other nation states and symbols 366 57% 
Mentions of other nation state institutions 21 3% 
Mentions of other nation state officials 87 14% 
Total 639 100% 
 
Figure 4.2.4b | 
Indicators of horizontal Europeanization in articles covering national events 
with Event 09 omitted 
Mentions of the home state and symbols 28 11% 
Mentions of home state institutions 11 4% 
Mentions of home state officials 21 8% 
Mentions of other nation states and symbols 138 53% 
Mentions of other nation state institutions 8 3% 
Mentions of other nation state officials 56 21% 
Total 262 100% 
 
A closer look at the data has revealed that coverage of Europe and other nation states tended to be 
more abstract than coverage of the home state. Coverage of the latter tended to be more concrete 
by mentioning institutions and officials. This holds true for coverage of both European and national 
events. In this, the coverage of Event 09 did not deviate significantly from the coverage of the other 
national events.  
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4.3 Vertical Europeanization and the nationalization of European issues 
An analysis of vertical Europeanization of national public spheres and the nationalization of 
European issues requires combining the numbers with an analysis of the headlines, opening 
paragraphs and remaining text of the articles. The starting point is hypothesis H3: 
 H3 | European institutions featured more prominently in the press coverage of the Eurozone 
 crisis than did national institutions. 
The data shows this hypothesis to be false. In all articles, with those covering Event 09 included, 
mentions of European institutions made up only 42% of all mentions of institutions, versus 58% for 
national institutions. The figures are similar when Event 09 is omitted (43% and 57% respectively). 
 There is a stark difference between different types of events, however. The data shows that 
European institutions dominated in coverage of European events (68%) but in coverage of national 
events, the institutions of the subject nation state were dominant (72% with Event 09 included and 
80% with Event 09 omitted). 
  
Institutions, of course, do not tell the whole story. Hypothesis H4 states: 
 H4 | European officials featured more prominently in the press coverage of the Eurozone 
 crisis than did national officials. 
The data once more shows this hypothesis to be false, this time by an even bigger margin. European 
officials only accounted for 22% of mentions of officials, versus 78% for national officials with Event 
09 included. With Event 09 omitted, the figures remain almost the same at 23% and 77%.  
 Rather strikingly, European officials even featured less prominently in coverage of European 
events. In the coverage of European events, European officials only accounted for 31% of all 
mentions which puts them behind other nation state officials at 45% but ahead of home state 
officials at 23%. In the coverage of national events with Event 09 included, European officials were 
the least mentioned of all at 10%; behind subject state officials (60%), other nation state officials 
(19%) and home state officials (11%). These figures change slightly when Event 09 is omitted as 
31 
 
European officials then account for 9% of all mentions, which is still well behind subject state 
officials (70%) and other nation state officials (15%) but now just ahead of home state officials (5%). 
 
Regarding the overall emphasis of the articles, hypothesis H5 states: 
 H5 | The Eurozone crisis was portrayed as a European and national crisis, rather than a 
 European and foreign one. 
To illustrate this with a few examples, the article in Die Zeit covering "Event 15 - European leaders 
announce banking union" portrayed the issue as European and national when, in the 5th paragraph, 
it remarked "Deutschland soll 1,6 Milliarden Euro beitragen." In coverage of the same event, Le 
Figaro failed to make any such connection and instead featured European and foreign coverage with 
remarks such as "Les Européens vont se doter d'un mécanisme unique de supervision financière." - a 
sentence one might find in the New York Times (although probably not in French). 
 
In the coverage of European events, 46 articles did not make a connection between the event and 
the effects on the home state in the headline or the opening paragraph, versus 14 that did. In the 
coverage of national events, 52 articles did not make such a connection while 8 did. If we omit Event 
09, those figures change to 49 and 3 respectively.  
 This balance changes somewhat when the rest of the article is examined as well. In the 
coverage of European events, only 23 out of 60 articles failed to make a connection between the 
event and the effects on the home state at any point. In the coverage of national events, however, 
the figure remained relatively stubborn at 47 out of 60 articles that did not mention any relation 
between the event and the home state (46 out of 52 articles if we omit Event 09). A comparison 
between Northern and Southern publications on this front did not reveal any significant differences. 
 
Neither European institutions nor European officials featured very prominently in the press coverage 
of the Eurozone crisis. This would seem to be a clear indication that the issue of the Eurozone crisis 
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was nationalized, were it not for the finding that a very large majority of articles failed to make a 
prominent connection between European events and their effects on the home state. 
 In practice, most of the articles subjected to analysis relied on both home and foreign 
national officials (typically heads of state and government, less frequently ministers of finance) in 
their coverage of the Eurozone crisis without nationalizing the issue at hand itself. Certainly, this 
paper has found no evidence for the phenomenon described by Schlesinger (2007, 81) where "[their 
own] national governmental sources are still of paramount importance for journalists covering EU 
issues" since home state institutions (36-35%) featured less prominently than did other state 
institutions (64-65%) and home state officials (34-33%) featured less prominently than did other 
state officials (66-67%) (first percentages include Event 09, second percentages do not).  
 We can conclude from this data that vertical Europeanization was strongest in the coverage 
of European events and that the nationalization of the Eurozone crisis does not appear to have been 
a notable phenomenon in its press coverage.  
 
4.4 Horizontal Europeanization 
On the subject of horizontal Europeanization this paper set out to test the following two hypotheses: 
 H6 | National events were portrayed as  events limited to the nation in which they took 
 place, rather than as events that also affected the nation in which they were reported. 
 H7 | National officials directly addressed their counterparts in other nations more often than 
 they addressed European officials. 
Applying a simple binary distinction between articles that made a connection between the national 
event in another member state and (the affairs of) the home state delivered an affirmative answer 
to hypothesis H6. With Event 09 included, 45 out of 60 articles portrayed the events in question as 
national affairs of the subject state and only 15 articles featured any mention of how the event 
might be related to or affect the home state of the newspaper. With Event 09 omitted, this balance 
33 
 
changes moderately to 45 out of 52 articles with a mere 7 articles mentioning how the event might 
be related to or affect the home state of the newspaper. 
 
Unfortunately, the data did not really allow for the testing of hypothesis H7 as the number of quotes 
and citations where officials addressed each other through the media was extremely limited 
(occurring only four times in all articles put together). Instead, it might be useful to take a closer look 
at the coverage of national events. When we look at the number of mentions in articles covering 
national events, we can get a sense of how these events were reported: 
 
Figure 4.4.1a | 
Coverage of national events and horizontal Europeanization with Event 09 
included 
Mentions of the subject state and symbols 887 44% 
68% Mentions of subject state institutions 212 11% 
Mentions of subject state officials 270 13% 
Mentions of the home state and symbols 95 5% 
8% Mentions of home state institutions 21 1% 
Mentions of home state officials 49 2% 
Mentions of other nation states and symbols 366 18% 
24% Mentions of other nation state institutions 21 1% 
Mentions of other nation state officials 87 4% 
 
Figure 4.4.1b |  
Coverage of national events and horizontal Europeanization with Event 09 
omitted 
Mentions of the subject state and symbols 887 54% 
84% Mentions of subject state institutions 212 13% 
Mentions of subject state officials 270 17% 
Mentions of the home state and symbols 28 2% 
4% Mentions of home state institutions 11 1% 
Mentions of home state officials 21 1% 
Mentions of other nation states and symbols 138 9% 
12% Mentions of other nation state institutions 8 0% 
Mentions of other nation state officials 56 3% 
 
The data shows the coverage of national events was dominated by mentions related to the subject 
state (68% with Event 09 included, 84% with it omitted). Mentions related to the home state (8% 
and 4% respectively) and other member states of the EU (24% and 12%) followed at a considerable 
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distance. This confirms a tendency to report national events occurring in other member states of the 
EU as foreign phenomena.  
 
Since 45 articles (out of 60 or 52 respectively) failed completely to portray the national event in 
question as something that also concerns the home state and the number of mentions show an 
overwhelming focus on the subject state, we can conclude that horizontal Europeanization was not a 
considerable factor in the press coverage of the national events. 
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5 Concluding remarks 
Habermas posited national public spheres converging over a sustained and shared issue form fertile 
ground for the emergence of a European public sphere in the transnational sense (Habermas 2001, 
18-19). The Eurozone crisis is such an issue and could therefore, in theory at least, deliver a real and 
tangible contribution to the emergence of a European public sphere. But the practical reality has 
proven to be rather more complicated than that. 
 
Vertical Europeanization has emerged as a somewhat notable phenomenon in the press coverage of 
the first phase of the Eurozone crisis; but its dominance was limited to the coverage of European 
events. On closer inspection, vertical Europeanization has also appeared relatively shallow in that it 
was dominated by more abstract coverage. Coverage that featured the European level chiefly relied 
on rather more distant mentions along the lines of "the EU", "Europe" or "Brussels" and much less 
commonly included mentions of European institutions and officials. This contrasts significantly with 
coverage of the home state that featured a much larger role for institutions and officials. All of this 
suggests that the European level was portrayed in a more distant and less familiar way than the 
home state, which puts the true scope and depth of vertical Europeanization into question. 
 The relative shallowness of vertical Europeanization seems to be confirmed by the finding 
that the vast majority of articles covering European events did not make a prominent connection 
between the event and its effects on the home state. Prominence aside, still only slightly more than 
half of articles made such a connection regarding European events at all. This is hardly indicative of 
persistent vertical Europeanization that might evolve into the nationalization of European issues, for 
which this paper has found no compelling evidence.  
 
Horizontal Europeanization was found to be weaker than vertical Europeanization. Surprisingly, 
horizontal Europeanization was not found to be a notable phenomenon the coverage of national 
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events even though those events would seem to hold the greatest potential for horizontal 
Europeanization. Only a handful of articles covering national events made any connection between 
that event and the home state and here too, this paper found that coverage of other nations was 
distinctly more abstract than coverage of the home state. 
 
These findings depict national public spheres expanding moderately in the vertical dimension to 
encompass the additional European level of government, but barely in the horizontal dimension to 
encompass developments elsewhere in the Eurozone (on a national level). This confirms the findings 
of the study by Kleinen-von Königslöw that Europe's national public spheres remain largely fixed in 
their national frameworks in a pattern of "segmented Europeanization" where Europeans are 
increasingly interested in the EU but not in each other (Kleinen-von Königslöw 2012, 456). In that 
light, the finding that coverage of European events delivered the biggest contribution is perhaps the 
most illustrative of all. It is a finding that corresponds with the situation at the beginning of the 21st 
century when national public spheres converged "temporarily -only for a few days- before and after 
the summits of the European Council, when the heads of the member states come together and deal 
with issues of equal perceived relevance for citizens across Europe" (Habermas 2001, 18-19). 
 
This paper aimed to uncover if and how the first phase of the Eurozone crisis has contributed to the 
Europeanization of national public spheres and the emergence of a European public sphere. With 
the data that was collected and analyzed, the answer would appear to be an unconvincing yes 
accompanied by a side note mentioning that its contribution was limited and largely abstract.  
 If the first phase of the Eurozone crisis has not had the kind of deep impact on the European 
public sphere that we might have expected it to, this was perhaps caused by the fact the crisis was 
dealt with using all the familiar frameworks of the European Union and chief among them those 
summits of the European Council mentioned by Habermas above. In that sense, it is perhaps not 
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surprising that a quote from the beginning of the century should still feel familiar and applicable to 
the current situation in 2015.  
 That may well change. The Eurozone crisis has triggered further integration: greater 
authority for the European Commission over national budgets, a larger role for the European Central 
Bank and even a European banking union. The effects of all these things lie beyond the scope of this 
paper. If the crisis itself had a limited impact on the European public sphere, its aftermath may yet 
prove more powerful. As the institutional structures of the Eurozone evolve, it should not be 
assumed that the established patterns of the Europeanization of national public spheres that were 
reaffirmed by the research in this paper, will simply continue in a similar fashion.  
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Appendix I Selected articles 
 
2010-05-02 Greece, EU and IMF reach bailout deal 
Le Figaro 
Accord entre l'UE, le FMI et la Grèce sur le plan d'aide 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2010/05/02/04016-20100502ARTFIG00067-accord-entre-l-ue-
le-fmi-et-la-grece-sur-le-plan-d-aide-.php 
Le Monde 
L'UE et le FMI n'écartent pas de nouvelles mesures d'austérité pour la Grèce 
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2010/05/02/la-crise-grecque-va-inciter-
madrid-lisbonne-et-dublin-a-economiser-selon-merkel_1345614_3234.html 
Die Welt 
Griechenland bekommt 110 Milliarden Finanzhilfe 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article7438485/Griechenland-bekommt-110-Milliarden-
Finanzhilfe.html 
Die Zeit 
Rettungspaket bringt scharfe Einschnitte für Griechen  
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2010-05/griechenland-rettungspaket-einschnitte 
Il Corriere 
Grecia, c'è accordo per il salvataggio - Papandreou: in cambio grandi sacrifici 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/10_maggio_02/grecia-accordo-salvataggio-
papandreou_2c7fbc22-55f8-11df-a855-00144f02aabe.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Papandreu annuncia l'accordo - "Taglieremo stipendi e pensioni" 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2010/05/02/news/papandreu_annuncia_l_accordo-
3759036/ 
De Volkskrant 
110 miljard steun voor Griekenland 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/economie/110-miljard-steun-voor-griekenland~a987762/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Noodkrediet Grieken is pas het begin 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2010/mei/3/noodkrediet-grieken-is-pas-het-begin-
11885002 
 
 
 
2010-05-05 Violent protests in Greece, three people are killed 
Le Figaro 
La grève en Grèce dégénère, trois morts à Athènes 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2010/05/05/04016-20100505ARTFIG00391-la-grece-
paralysee-les-salaries-dans-la-rue.php 
Le Monde 
En Grèce, trois morts en marge des manifestations 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2010/05/05/un-mort-au-cours-des-
manifestations-grecques_1346952_3214.html 
Die Welt 
Griechische Wut kostet drei Menschen das Leben 
http://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article7491674/Griechische-Wut-kostet-drei-
Menschen-das-Leben.html 
Die Zeit 
Drei Menschen sterben bei Protesten in Athen 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2010-05/griechenland-generalstreik 
Il Corriere 
Atene, la protesta diventa tragedia - Tre morti asfissiati in un incendio 
http://www.corriere.it/esteri/10_maggio_05/grecia-scontri-parlamento_55f827fa-5833-
11df-b44b-00144f02aabe.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Atene in fiamme, scontri e violenze - tre morti in una banca incendiata 
http://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2010/05/05/news/atene_scontri-3834267/ 
De Volkskrant 
'Dan gaan we failliet, wat dan nog?' 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/politiek/dan-gaan-we-failliet-wat-dan-nog~a996941/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Boze Grieken berusten in lot 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2010/mei/6/boze-grieken-berusten-in-lot-11885972 
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2010-05-10 Contagion fears mount, EU ministers agree €750bn bailout fund ESFS 
Le Figaro 
L'Europe joue son va-tout pour stopper la crise 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2010/05/10/04016-20100510ARTFIG00382-l-
europe-joue-son-va-tout-pour-stopper-la-crise.php 
Le Monde 
Accord sur 750 milliards d'euros de prêts pour sauver la zone euro 
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2010/05/10/750-milliards-pour-sauver-les-
pays-de-la-zone-euro_1348855_3234.html 
Die Welt 
EU einig – Riesiges Auffangnetz soll Euro retten 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article7555262/EU-einig-Riesiges-Auffangnetz-soll-Euro-
retten.html 
Die Zeit 
Finanzminister beschließen gigantischen Rettungsplan 
http://www.zeit.de/politik/2010-05/finanzminister-bruessel 
Il Corriere 
Crisi: la Ue vara un maxi-piano - Fino a 750 miliardi per salvare l'euro 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/10_maggio_10/crisi-euro-piano-ecofin_d88bd6d6-
5bf2-11df-92dd-00144f02aabe.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Piano salva-euro fino a 720 miliardi - Gb: "No al fondo contro le crisi" 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2010/05/09/news/ue_londra_sulle_barricate_no_al
_fondo_contro_le_crisi-3931364/ 
De Volkskrant 
Noodfonds moet eurolanden behoeden voor bankroet 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/economie/noodfonds-moet-eurolanden-behoeden-voor-
bankroet~a1002969/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
De euro is gered - voorlopig 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2010/mei/10/de-euro-is-gered-voorlopig-11887545 
 
 
 
2010-11-21 Ireland, EU and IMF reach bailout deal 
Le Figaro 
L'Europe s'accorde sur un plan de soutien à l'Irlande 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2010/11/21/04016-20101121ARTFIG00085-l-irlande-devrait-
demander-une-aide-de-plusieurs-milliards.php 
Le Monde 
L'Irlande va dévoiler mardi son plan de réduction des déficits 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2010/11/20/l-irlande-va-devoiler-son-plan-de-
reduction-des-deficits_1442900_3214.html 
Die Welt 
Irland schlüpft doch unter Euro-Rettungsschirm 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article11120363/Irland-schluepft-doch-unter-Euro-
Rettungsschirm.html 
Die Zeit 
Irlands Bürger fühlen sich betrogen 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2010-11/irland-finanzhilfe-eurolaender 
Il Corriere 
La grande coalizione per Dublino 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/10_novembre_22/la-grande-coalizione-per-dublino-
enrico-marro_69977b4c-f605-11df-bf30-00144f02aabc.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Irlanda, accordo Ue sugli aiuti - si parla di 80-90 miliardi in tre anni 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2010/11/21/news/irlanda_21_novembre-9355316/ 
De Volkskrant 
EU leent Ierland miljarden 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-archief/eu-leent-ierland-miljarden~a1061301/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Ierland leent toch miljarden van EU 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2010/november/22/ierland-leent-toch-miljarden-
van-eu-11972717 
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2011-04-06 Portugal requests bailout 
Le Figaro 
Le Portugal appelle l'Europe à l'aide 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2011/04/06/04016-20110406ARTFIG00685-le-portugal-
appelle-l-europe-a-l-aide.php 
Le Monde 
Crise de la dette : le Portugal demande une aide financière de l'UE 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2011/04/06/le-ministre-des-finances-portugais-
estime-necessaire-une-aide-financiere-de-l-ue_1504049_3214.html 
Die Welt 
Portugal flüchtet unter den Euro-Rettungsschirm 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article13094283/Portugal-fluechtet-unter-den-Euro-
Rettungsschirm.html 
Die Zeit 
Portugal bittet EU um Finanzhilfe 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2011-04/portugal-finanzhilfen-rettungsschirm 
Il Corriere 
Troppi debiti, il Portogallo chiama la Ue 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/11_aprile_06/portogallo-chiede-aiuto-finanziario-
ue_9c2f7f8c-608b-11e0-b08f-b6a500053cfc.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Il Portogallo cede alle pressioni - "Chiediamo l'aiuto della Ue" 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2011/04/06/news/portogallo_aiuti-14599902/ 
De Volkskrant 
Toch verzoek noodhulp van Portugal aan de EU 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-archief/toch-verzoek-noodhulp-van-portugal-aan-de-
eu~a1871584/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Portugal vraagt noodhulp en gaat op de schop 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2011/april/7/portugal-vraagt-noodhulp-en-gaat-
op-de-schop-12009406 
 
 
 
2011-07-21 EU agrees 2nd Greek bailout 
Le Figaro 
L'Europe met 158 milliards pour sauver la Grèce 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2011/07/21/04016-20110721ARTFIG00617-l-europe-met-158-
milliards-pour-sauver-la-grece.php 
Le Monde 
Les dirigeants de la zone euro parviennent à un accord pour soutenir la Grèce  
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2011/07/21/aide-a-la-grece-pas-d-accord-sur-
la-taxe-bancaire-selon-juncker_1551126_3234.html 
Die Welt 
Euro-Zone beschließt neues Griechenland-Hilfspaket 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article13500810/Euro-Zone-beschliesst-neues-
Griechenland-Hilfspaket.html 
Die Zeit 
Das Rettungspaket für Griechenland kommt 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2011-07/eu-gipfel-einigung-rettungspaket 
Il Corriere 
Eurozona, piano-Marshall per la Grecia - Ok di Bruxelles alla manovra italiana 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/11_luglio_21/default-selettivo-grecia_f9202e94-b388-
11e0-a9a1-2447d845620b.shtml 
La Repubblica 
- 
- 
De Volkskrant 
Europees akkoord over 109 miljard voor Griekenland 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-europese-unie/europees-akkoord-over-109-miljard-
voor-griekenland~a2813347/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Iedereen kan zich winnaar noemen 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2011/juli/22/iedereen-kan-zich-winnaar-noemen-
12026889 
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2011-09-15 EU Commission predicts Eurozone economic growth is slowing down 
Le Figaro 
UE: Bruxelles ne craint pas de récession 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-eco/2011/09/15/97002-20110915FILWWW00463-ue-
bruxelles-ne-craint-pas-de-recession.php 
Le Monde 
Bruxelles confirme une croissance de la zone euro à 1,6% pour 2011 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2011/09/15/bruxelles-confirme-une-croissance-
de-la-zone-euro-a-1-6-pour-2011_1572644_3214.html 
Die Welt 
EU-Kommission rechnet mit Ende des Aufschwungs 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article13606385/EU-Kommission-rechnet-mit-Ende-des-
Aufschwungs.html 
Die Zeit 
EU verbreitet Wachstums-Pessimismus 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2011-09/eu-wirtschaft-prognose 
Il Corriere 
Pil, Confindustria taglia le stime «Il benessere italiani a livelli del 1999» 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/11_settembre_15/pil-italia-confindustria_8453f320-
df7a-11e0-b2a5-386afc6bc08a.shtml 
La Repubblica 
L'inflazione corre ad agosto: +2,8% - Confindustria: si va verso crescita zero 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2011/09/15/news/inflazione_ad_agosto_2_8_-
21693827/?ref=search 
De Volkskrant 
- 
- 
NRC Handelsblad 
- 
- 
 
 
 
2011-10-31 Greek Prime Minister calls referendum on Eurozone debt deal 
Le Figaro 
Grèce : un referendum sur le sommet européen 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2011/10/31/04016-20111031ARTFIG00600-grece-
un-referendum-sur-le-sommet-europeen.php 
Le Monde 
Les Grecs se prononceront par référendum sur le plan d'aide européen 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2011/10/31/les-grecs-se-prononceront-par-
referendum-sur-le-plan-d-aide-europeen_1596631_3214.html 
Die Welt 
Athen überrascht mit Referendum über Hilfspaket 
http://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article13690654/Athen-ueberrascht-mit-
Referendum-ueber-Hilfspaket.html 
Die Zeit 
Papandreou kündigt Referendum über Rettungspaket an 
http://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2011-10/griechenland-referendum-2 
Il Corriere 
Grecia: referendum sul piano degli aiuti fa scattare un vertice d'emergenza Ue 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/11_novembre_01/grecia-referendum-piano-
aiuti_338fdca2-0468-11e1-89f9-a7d4dc298cd1.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Il referendum greco affonda le Borse - Italia sorvegliato speciale, vola lo spread 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/finanza/2011/11/01/news/borsa_1_novembre-
24218328/?ref=search 
De Volkskrant 
Grieken houden referendum over akkoord EU-top 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/grieken-houden-referendum-over-
akkoord-eu-top~a3006020/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Grieks referendum over steunpakket 
http://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2011/10/31/grieks-referendum-over-steunpakket/ 
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2012-01-13 Nine countries see their credit rating downgraded 
Le Figaro 
La France perd son AAA, l'Allemagne le garde 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2012/01/13/04016-20120113ARTFIG00692-la-france-perd-
son-aaa.php 
Le Monde 
Avec la France, neuf pays de la zone euro voient leur note dégradée par S&P 
http://www.lemonde.fr/crise-financiere/article/2012/01/13/la-bourse-de-paris-dans-le-
rouge_1629457_1581613.html 
Die Welt 
Ratingagentur S&P straft neun Euro-Länder ab 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article13814501/Ratingagentur-S-amp-P-straft-neun-
Euro-Laender-ab.html 
Die Zeit 
Rating-Agentur entzieht Frankreich Top-Bonität 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-01/herabstufung-ratingagenturen-eurolaender-2 
Il Corriere 
S&P declassa Francia, Italia, Spagna e Austria - La Ue reagisce: «È una decisione 
aberrante» 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/12_gennaio_13/borsa-spread-andamento-
giornata_f18db3ce-3dbf-11e1-86c1-1066f4abcff8.shtml 
La Repubblica 
S&P taglia Francia e Italia - Il nostro paese scende a BBB+ 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2012/01/13/news/voci_di_un_taglio_ai_rating_di_ 
francia_e_austria-28054770/ 
De Volkskrant 
Frankrijk en Oostenrijk verliezen AAA-status; eurocrisis laait op 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/frankrijk-en-oostenrijk-verliezen-aaa-
status-eurocrisis-laait-op~a3121172/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Economisch eliteclubje van Europa valt uiteen 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2012/januari/14/economisch-eliteclubje-van-
europa-valt-uiteen-12151922 
 
 
 
2012-02-12 Heavy riots in Athens, Greek parliament passes new austerity package 
Le Figaro 
Colère à Athènes contre le nouveau plan d'austérité 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2012/02/12/01003-20120212ARTFIG00182-des-milliers-de-
grecs-dans-la-rue-contre-le-plan-d-austerite.php 
Le Monde 
80 000 manifestants devant le parlement grec 
http://www.lemonde.fr/crise-financiere/article/2012/02/12/des-milliers-de-
manifestants-se-rassemblent-devant-le-parlement-grec_1642334_1581613.html 
Die Welt 
Straßenschlachten vor Abstimmung in Griechenland 
http://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article13864937/Strassenschlachten-vor-
Abstimmung-in-Griechenland.html 
Die Zeit 
Tag der Entscheidung in Athen 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-02/griechenland-abstimmung-sparprogramm 
Il Corriere 
Grecia, black bloc scatenati in piazza Syntagma - Via libera del Parlamento piano di 
austerity 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/12_febbraio_12/grecia-austerity-voto-
parlamento_40930928-5581-11e1-9c86-f77f3fe7445c.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Grecia, elezioni anticipate ad aprile - Violenze ad Atene, centinaia di feriti 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2012/02/13/news/atene_proteste_dissidenti_espul
si_pasok-29790571/ 
De Volkskrant 
Grieks parlement akkoord met bezuinigingen 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/grieks-parlement-akkoord-met-
bezuinigingen~a3175303/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Grieken bezuinigen verder, rellen in Athene 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2012/februari/13/grieken-bezuinigen-verder-rellen-
in-athene-1072711 
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2012-03-02 European leaders sign fiscal compact 
Le Figaro 
L'Europe s'offre un répit fragile sur fond de récession 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2012/03/02/20002-20120302ARTFIG00566-l-europe-s-offre-
un-repit-fragile-sur-fond-de-recession.php 
Le Monde 
Renforcement du pare-feu européen : décision à la fin de mars 
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2012/03/02/renforcement-du-pare-feu-
europeen-decision-a-la-fin-de-mars_1651217_3234.html 
Die Welt 
Merkel bejubelt Meilenstein für Europäische Union 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article13899132/Merkel-bejubelt-Meilenstein-fuer-
Europaeische-Union.html 
Die Zeit 
25 EU-Staaten verpflichten sich auf Fiskalpakt 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-03/eu-gipfel-fiskalpakt-esm 
Il Corriere 
«Finalmente si parla di crescita e di occupazione» 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/12_marzo_02/crisi-monti-europa_3ee8ed24-642f-
11e1-9522-b1c79df94a33.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Gli Stati cedono un pezzo di sovranità si va verso gli eurobond 
http://www.repubblica.it/dal-quotidiano/retroscena/2012/03/03/news/gli_stati_ 
cedono_un_pezzo_di_sovranit_ora_strada_spianata_verso_gli_eurobond-30855474/ 
De Volkskrant 
Eurolanden storten sneller in noodfonds 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/eurolanden-storten-sneller-in-
noodfonds~a3213740/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
- 
- 
 
 
 
2012-04-27 Unemployment in Spain reaches record height 
Le Figaro 
L'Espagne frappée par un chômage record 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2012/04/27/20002-20120427ARTFIG00386-l-
espagne-frappee-par-un-chomage-record.php 
Le Monde 
La crise espagnole donne le vertige à l'Europe 
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2012/04/28/la-crise-espagnole-donne-le-
vertige-a-l-europe_1692660_3234.html 
Die Welt 
Spanien rutscht immer tiefer in die Krise 
http://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article106234919/Spanien-rutscht-immer-tiefer-in-die-
Krise.html 
Die Zeit 
Spanien rutscht in die Rezession 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-04/defizit-schulden-euro 
Il Corriere 
- 
- 
La Repubblica 
- 
- 
De Volkskrant 
Spaanse werkloosheid loopt verder op 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/spaanse-werkloosheid-loopt-verder-
op~a3247360/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Bijna kwart van alle Spanjaarden nu werkloos - 'cijfers vallen tegen' 
http://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2012/04/27/bijna-kwart-van-alle-spanjaarden-nu-werkloos/ 
 
  
49 
 
2012-05-15 Greek election stalemate 
Le Figaro 
Les électeurs grecs renvoyés aux urnes 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2012/05/15/01003-20120515ARTFIG00869-les-electeurs-
grecs-renvoyes-aux-urnes.php 
Le Monde 
Grèce : nouvelles élections faute d'un accord gouvernemental 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2012/05/15/de-nouvelles-elections-prevues-en-
grece_1701606_3214.html 
Die Welt 
Regierungsbildung in Athen endgültig gescheitert 
http://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article106317645/Regierungsbildung-in-Athen-
endgueltig-gescheitert.html 
Die Zeit 
Regierungsbildung gescheitert – Neuwahl in Griechenland 
http://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2012-05/griechenland-regierungsbildung-neuwahl 
Il Corriere 
La Grecia andrà a nuove elezioni 
http://www.corriere.it/esteri/12_maggio_15/grecia-nuove-elezioni_3c9ffbca-9e90-
11e1-b8e5-2081876c6256.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Grecia, nessun accordo sul governo - elezioni per la seconda volta in due mesi 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2012/05/15/news/grecia_niente_accordo-
35188692/ 
De Volkskrant 
Grieken moeten kiezen 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-archief/grieken-moeten-kiezen~a3256181/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Grieken zijn onzeker en angstig 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2012/mei/16/grieken-zijn-onzeker-en-angstig-
12316702 
 
 
 
2012-06-25 Cyprus requests bailout 
Le Figaro 
Chypre appelle à son tour l'Europe à l'aide 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2012/06/25/20002-20120625ARTFIG00687-chypre-appelle-a-
son-tour-l-europe-a-l-aide.php 
Le Monde 
Chypre demande l'aide financière de l'Union européenne 
http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2012/06/25/chypre-demande-l-aide-financiere-
de-l-union-europeenne_1724414_3214.html 
Die Welt 
Auch Zypern flüchtet unter Euro-Rettungsschirm 
http://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article107266926/Auch-Zypern-fluechtet-unter-
Euro-Rettungsschirm.html 
Die Zeit 
Zypern bittet EU um Finanzhilfe 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-06/zypern-finanzhilfe-rettungsschirm 
Il Corriere 
- 
- 
La Repubblica 
- 
- 
De Volkskrant 
Cyprus vraagt Europees noodfonds om financiële hulp 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-archief/cyprus-vraagt-europees-noodfonds-om-
financiele-hulp~a3276895/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Ook Cyprus doet beroep op noodfonds 
http://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2012/06/25/cyprus-doet-beroep-op-europees-noodfonds-
efsf/ 
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2012-06-29 European leaders announce banking union 
Le Figaro 
La zone euro valide l'union bancaire et la croissance 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2012/06/29/20002-20120629ARTFIG00312-
croissance-aide-aux-banques-la-zone-euro-conclut-un-accord.php 
Le Monde 
Accord de la zone euro pour une recapitalisation bancaire 
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2012/06/29/accord-de-la-zone-euro-pour-
une-recapitalisation-bancaire_1726720_3234.html 
Die Welt 
Italien und Spanien erzwingen EU-Hilfe ohne Auflagen 
http://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article107298958/Italien-und-Spanien-erzwingen-
EU-Hilfe-ohne-Auflagen.html 
Die Zeit 
EU-Staaten einigen sich auf Wachstumspakt und Bankenaufsicht 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-06/eu-gipfel-wachstumspakt 
Il Corriere 
Le nuove regole dell'Euro 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/12_giugno_30/nuove-regole-euro-caizzi_f86f3722-
c275-11e1-a34b-90a1f1a78547.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Accordo su crescita e anti-spread - vince l'asse Monti-Hollande 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2012/06/28/news/anti-
spread_nuova_ipotesi_consiglio_ue-38171001/ 
De Volkskrant 
Europa wordt het eens over gezamenlijk bankentoezicht 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/europa-wordt-het-eens-over-
gezamenlijk-bankentoezicht~a3278960/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Concessies Merkel en Rutte op top 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2012/juni/29/concessies-merkel-en-rutte-op-top-
1123984 
 
 
 
2012-07-26 ECB president Mario Draghi vows to do whatever it takes to save euro 
Le Figaro 
Draghi promet de «tout faire pour préserver l'euro» 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2012/07/26/20002-20120726ARTFIG00643-draghi-promet-
de-tout-faire-pour-preserver-l-euro.php 
Le Monde 
Pour Mario Draghi, la BCE est "prête à tout" pour préserver l'euro 
http://www.lemonde.fr/economie/article/2012/07/26/pour-mario-draghi-la-bce-est-
prete-a-tout-pour-preserver-l-euro_1738849_3234.html 
Die Welt 
"EZB wird alles Notwendige tun, um Euro zu erhalten" 
http://www.welt.de/finanzen/article108389484/EZB-wird-alles-Notwendige-tun-um-
Euro-zu-erhalten.html 
Die Zeit 
Draghi weckt Hoffnung auf Eingreifen der EZB 
http://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2012-07/draghi-ezb-intervention 
Il Corriere 
Draghi: «La Bce pronta a tutto per l'euro» - Il Fondo monetario incalza Roma e Madrid 
http://www.corriere.it/economia/12_luglio_26/draghi-bce-pronta-a-tutto-per-
euro_711e54f0-d70c-11e1-a7bb-b1b271585285.shtml 
La Repubblica 
Draghi: "Pronti a tutti per salvare euro" - Fmi: "Italia e Spagna attuino le riforme" 
http://www.repubblica.it/economia/2012/07/26/news/draghi_passi_straordinari_nell_a
rea_euro-39745328/ 
De Volkskrant 
Draghi: ECB zal alles doen om euro te redden 
http://www.volkskrant.nl/dossier-schuldencrisis/draghi-ecb-zal-alles-doen-om-euro-te-
redden~a3292140/ 
NRC Handelsblad 
Zonder de euro zit ook Draghi zonder werk 
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2012/juli/27/zonder-de-euro-zit-ook-draghi-zonder-
werk-12347448 
 
 
 
